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Dear Colleague, 

A group of the world’s leading health financing experts came together last year to pen an article reiterating

their concerns about LMICs embracing social health insurance. Their critique centers around the use of

payroll taxes and member contributions to raise revenue for the scheme. The case for such an approach

being particularly ill-suited for Africa was made by one of these experts in 1996. And yet this idea forms

the basis for health financing strategies that many African countries have adopted to achieve universal

health coverage.   

In a paper published last month in BMJ Global Health, colleagues from KEMRI Wellcome Trust and I offer

further evidence that this penchant for social health insurance is misguided. Using Demographic and

Health Survey data, we show that health insurance coverage is low and pro-rich across 36 African

countries, largely due to a reliance on contributory approaches. Based on this finding, we urge ministries

of health on the continent to embrace general tax financing instead. 

Given this reality, should we be rushing to integrate priority health services—specifically family planning

(FP)—into nascent national health insurance (NHI) schemes? In a recent blog, we urge FP advocates

keen to extend contraceptive coverage to the poor to rethink putting all their eggs in the NHI basket.

Indeed, NHI may not be the ideal way to extend FP coverage to certain population segments, even when

population coverage is high.  

We will be exploring these questions in ThinkWell’s inaugural Counterpoint webinar on June 3. See below

for more on the webinar and new learning resources from the SP4PHC team.  

As always, we welcome your thoughts and feedback! And if you know someone who might like to receive

this newsletter, please share the sign-up link with them.  

  

Regards, 

Nirmala Ravishankar, PhD 

SP4PHC Program Director  

ThinkWell

https://us3.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=8e284e2a02609899fb29a29a5&id=49e6e38e7b
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2019.00874?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori%3Arid%3Acrossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub++0pubmed&
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/ar/608111468758973303/930107812_201408248041557/additional/multi0page.pdf
https://gh.bmj.com/content/6/4/e004712.long
http://www.srhm.org/news/improving-access-to-high-quality-family-planning-by-putting-the-universal-into-uhc-schemes/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6116207454030/WN_emVnQMd5SZqWmNCPgjbivg
https://global.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=8e284e2a02609899fb29a29a5&id=8bf5465ed8


  FEATURED EVENTS AND PRODUCTS 

Putting the "Universal" into "UHC Schemes" for Family Planning
Please join us on June 3 at 11:00am EST to hear from health systems and family planning specialists (Joe

Kutzin, Jacob Kazungu, Prastuti Soewondo, Sophie Witter, Brendan Hayes, Elisha Dunn-Georgiou, Caitlin

Mazzilli, Matt Boxshall, and Nirmala Ravishankar) as they share insights on whether national health

insurance approaches are best suited to reach people most in-need with high-quality family planning

services. We hope to see you there!

Examining Health Insurance Coverage in sub-Saharan African Countries
After assessing health insurance coverage in 36 sub-Saharan African countries, SP4PHC Program

Director Nirmala Ravishankar and collaborators from KEMRI Wellcome Trust found that most of the

studied countries should reconsider voluntary, contributory health insurance mechanisms and instead

reorient their health financing system towards non-contributory, tax-funded arrangements.

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6116207454030/WN_emVnQMd5SZqWmNCPgjbivg
https://gh.bmj.com/content/6/4/e004712?fbclid=IwAR3yjwD0AuSoePXlruy2PizuvVh1ZdSugdtOXyRXHJl5jf7RVh_1HWi9hgA


Health Financing Flows in Uganda
Developed with Uganda's Ministry of Health, this report documents the nature and magnitude of financial

flows to Uganda’s health sector and the purchase of primary health care services. This is a companion

piece to our review of the purchasing landscape in Uganda completed last year.

Country-specific Factsheets on FP, MNCH, and Health Purchasing
SP4PHC works to improve how FP, MNCH, and other services are purchased. As a reference and to

visualize the latest data, trends, and our strategies, each SP4PHC team published country-specific

factsheets on our three topic areas. You can find these factsheets within each SP4PHC country’s

webpage: Burkina Faso, Indonesia, Kenya, Philippines, and Uganda.

https://thinkwell.global/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Uganda-Flow-of-Funds-Study-FINAL.pdf
https://thinkwell.global/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Uganda-Policy-Review_Final_21-Sept-2020-Final-.pdf
https://thinkwell.global/projects/sp4phc/burkinafaso/
https://thinkwell.global/projects/sp4phc/indonesia/
https://thinkwell.global/projects/sp4phc/kenya/
https://thinkwell.global/projects/sp4phc/philippines/
https://thinkwell.global/projects/sp4phc/uganda/


International Health Economics Association (iHEA) Congress
In July, SP4PHC staff will participate in two organized sessions and four poster sessions at the

International Health Economics Association (iHEA) Congress on topics ranging from public financial

management issues for purchasing to how devolution impacts health financing functions. You can register

here. 

Sixth Global Symposium on Health Systems Research (HSR2020)
You can now watch the recordings of the recent HSR2020 sessions we led and participated in: 

Strengthening Capacity for Strategic Purchasing 

Adjusting purchasing arrangements to support the COVID-19 response: A global overview and

country insights

Public financial management challenges and innovations: Learning from the COVID-19 health

response

 LATEST BLOGS  

Improving Access to High Quality Family Planning by Putting the “Universal” into “UHC Schemes” 
Is Kenya’s National Hospital Insurance Fund Amendment Bill a Silver Bullet for Universal Health

Coverage?

https://healtheconomics.confex.com/healtheconomics/2021/meetingapp.cgi/Session/1999
https://healtheconomics.confex.com/healtheconomics/2021/meetingapp.cgi/Session/1995
https://healtheconomics.confex.com/healtheconomics/2021/registration/index.cgi
https://thinkwell.global/strengthening-capacity-for-strategic-purchasing/
https://thinkwell.global/adjusting-health-purchasing-arrangements-to-support-the-covid-19-response/
https://thinkwell.global/public-financial-management-challenges-and-innovations-learning-from-covid-19-health-response/
http://www.srhm.org/news/improving-access-to-high-quality-family-planning-by-putting-the-universal-into-uhc-schemes/
https://thinkwell.global/kenya-health-insurance-bill-universal-health-coverage/


How can Decades of Learning from Voucher Schemes in Uganda Inform Ongoing Purchasing

Reforms?

Copyright © 2021 ThinkWell, All rights reserved. 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

Please add nirmalaravishankar@thinkwell.global to your address book. 

Learn More About SP4PHC

Read Our January - March 2021 Newsletter

https://p4h.world/en/blog/how-can-learning-from-voucher-schemes-in-Uganda-inform-ongoing-purchasing-reforms
https://global.us3.list-manage.com/profile?u=8e284e2a02609899fb29a29a5&id=8bf5465ed8&e=[UNIQID]&c=49e6e38e7b
https://global.us3.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=8e284e2a02609899fb29a29a5&id=8bf5465ed8&e=[UNIQID]&c=49e6e38e7b
mailto:nirmalaravishankar@thinkwell.global
http://www.mailchimp.com/email-referral/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral_marketing&aid=8e284e2a02609899fb29a29a5&afl=1
https://thinkwell.global/projects/sp4phc/?utm_source=SP4PHC%20Q1%202021%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SP4PHC%20Q1%20Newsletter
https://thinkwell.global/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/SP4PHC-newsletter-2021-Q1-Jan-Mar.pdf

